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Honorable Judge Vanessa Harris
City Court cf Opelousas
Cpelousas, Louisiana

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental
activities of the City Court of Cpelousas, Louisgiana, as of and for the year
ended December 31, 2008, which collectively comprise the basic financial
statements, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements
are the responsibility of City Court’s management. Our responsibility is to
express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generzlly
accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to
financial audits contained in Govermment Auditing Standards, issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we
plan and perform the audit to obtain reagonable assurance about whether the
financial statementz are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basig, evidence supporting the amounts and disclcsures
in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as
evaluating the overall financial statement prasentation. We believe that our
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinicon, the financial statements referred to abeove present fairly, in
all material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental
activities of the City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana for the vyear ended
December 31, 2008 and the respective changes in financial position, thereof
for the year then ended, in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of Rmerica.

In accordance with Government »2Auditing Standards, we have also issued a
report dated May 18, 2009, on our censideration of the City Court’s internal
control over fimancial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain
provisions of laws, regulation, contracts, and grant agreements and other
matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing
of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results
of that testing and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over
financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an
audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards, and should
be congidered in conjunction with this report in considering the results of
our audit.
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The City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana has not presented management's
discussion and analysis that the Governmental Accounting Standards Board has
determined is necessary to supplement, although not required to be part of,
the basic financial statements.

Our audit was conducted for the purpese cof forming an opinion on the
financial statements that collectively comprissz the City Court of Opelousas,
Louisiana’s basic financial statements. The supplementary information on
pages 21-34 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a
required part of the basic financial statements of the City Court of
Opelousas, Loulsiana. Such information has been subjected to the auditing
procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, in our
opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic
financial statements taken as a whole.

Ulge, Lopague 20l

Vige, Tujague, & N¢él, CPA’s
May 18, 2009
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BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

City Court of Opelousas's basic financial statements comprise the following three
components:

Government-wide financial statements - provide readers with a broad overview of
City Court of Opelousas’s finances in a manner similar to a private sector
business.

Fund financial statements - provide readers information with an emphasis on
inflows and outflows of resources useful for making decisions in a budgetary
context where the focus is on meeting the near-term financial needs.

Notes to financial statements - provide additional information that is essential
to a full understanding of the data provided in the government-wide and fund
financial statements.







CITY COURT OF COPELQUSAS, LOUISIANA
STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS
DECEMBER 31, 2008
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Governmental
Activities
ASSETS
Cash $ 95,808
Investments 523,809
NSFE checks 4,204
Accounts receivable - other 20,426
Interest receivable 847
Capital assets (net) 110, 345
Total assets 755,539
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable 5,523
Salaries payable 4,363
Payroll taxzes payable 1,770
Due to other governments 51,862
Prepaid unassessed fines 177,412
Bmounts due to others for restitution 5,723
Non-current liabilities
Due in more than one year
Bccrued compensatory pay 57,854
Accrued compensated absences 51,4091
Total liakbilities 355,598
NET ASSETS
Invested in capital assets, net of related debt 110,345
Restricted for:
Juvenile docket 23,842
Unrestricted 265, 754
Total net assets $399,841

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY COURT OF QOPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YERR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008

NET (EXPENSES} REVENUES
AND CHANGES
IN NET ASSETS

PROGRAM TOTAL
REVENUES GOVERNMENTAL
FUNCTIONS/PROGRAMS EXPENSES FEES AND FINES ACTIVITIES
Governmental Activities
General government-fiduciary 51,702,925 $1,088,500 5$(el4,425)
General Revenues
Intergovernmental 500,005
Interest earned 16,311
Court cost — bond forfeiture 45, 600
Miscellaneous 2,405
Loss on retirement of asset -
97 Buick Park Avenue {3,574)
Total general revenues 560,745
Change in net assets (53, 660)
Net assets - January 1, 2008 453,621

Net assets — December 31, 2008 $3989,941

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY COURT OQOF OPELOQUSAS, LOUISTANA
BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
DECEMBER 31, 2008
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TOTAL
CTHER GOVERNMENTAL GOVERNMENTAL
GENERAL FUND FUND FUNDS
ASSETS
Cash $ 95,808 s - $ 95,808
Investments 523,809 - 523,808
NSEF checks 4,204 - 4,204
Due from other funds 20,426 - 20,426
Accrued interest receivable 371 - 371
Total assets $644!618 5 - S644,618
LIABILITIES AND EUND BALANCES
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable $ 5,823 s - S 5,523
Salaries payable 4,363 - 4,363
Payroll taxes payable 1,770 - 1.770
Dus to others 51,862 - 51,862
Prepaid unassessed fines 177,412 - 177,412
Amount due to others for
restitution 5,723 - 5,723
Total liabilities 246,653 - 246,653
FUND BALANCES
Fund balance - reserved for
Juvenile Docket 23,842 - 23,842
Fund balance - unreserved 374,123 - 374,123
Total fund balances 397, 965 - 397,965
Total liabilities
and fund balances $644,618 s$_ - $644,618

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY COURT QF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA

RECONCILIATION OF THE GOVERWNMENTAL FUNDS'

BALANCE SHEET

TO THE STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS

DECEMBER 31, 2008

Total fund balances for governmental funds
at December 31, 2008

Cost of capital assets at December 31, 2008

Less: Accumulated depreciation as of December 31, 2008

Additional interest receivable

Long~term liabilities at December 31, 2008
Compensatory pay

Compensated absences

Net assets of governmental activities

§3387, 965

$272,75%9
(L62,454) 110, 345
576

{57,854)
(51,091) (108,945)
$399,941

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.

7
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CITY CCURT QF OPELOUSAS,

LOUTSIANA

STATEMENT OF REVENUES,

EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FOND BALANCES

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

REVENULES
Fines and fees
Intergovernmental revenue
Interest earned
Court cost - bond forfeiture
Miscellaneous
Tctal revenues

EXPENDITURES
General Government - judiciary
Current
Capital outlay
Total expenditures

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES

FUND BALANCES, beginning cf year

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008
TOTAL
OTHER GOVERNMENTAL GOVERNMENTAL
GENERAL FUND FUND FUNDS
$1, 088,500 $ - $1,088,500
500, 005 - 500, 005
16,736 - 16,736
45, 600 - 45,600
2,405 - 2,405
1,653,246 - 1,653,246
1,654,827 1,222 1,656,049
4,283 4,283
1,659,110 1,222 1,660,332
(5,864} (1,222) (7,086)
403,829 1,222 405,051
$__397,965 $ - $ 397,965

FUND BALANCES, end of vyeax

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statemesnts.
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CITY COURT CF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
RECONCILIATION QF THE STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
TC THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008

Total net change in fund balances for the year ended

December 31, 2008 per Statement of Revenues, Expenditures

and Changes in Fund Balances
Capital Outlay which is considered expenditures on the

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes

in Fund Balances 5 4,283
Depreciation expense for the year ended December 31, 2008 (13,113)
Addition to long-term debt - compensatory pay
Addition to long-term debt - compensated absences

Loss on retirement of asset — 97 Buick Park Avenue

Difference between interest receivable on the modified
accrual basis verses accrual basis

Changes in net assets for the year ended December 31, 2008
per Statement of Activities

a

5(7,086)

{8,830}
(2,400}
(31,363)

(3,576)

{425)

$(33,680)

The accompanying neotes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
STATEMENT CF FIDUCIARY NET ASSETS
AGENCY FOND
DECEMBER 31, 2008

ASSETS
Cash $248, 982
Investments 132,359
Accounts receivable 18,807
Aeecrued interest receiwvable 575
Total assets $400,723
LIABILITIES
LIABILITIES
Due to other funds $ 20,426
Due to others 380,297
Total liabilities $400,723

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCTIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

NOTE (1) ~ SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCCUNTING POLICIES

The accompanying financial statements of the City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana
have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles
{CAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards
Board (GASB) is the accepted standards-setting body for establishing governmental
accounting and financial reporting principles.

GAAP includes all relevant Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASRB)
preonouncements. The accounting and reporting frameweork and the meore significant

accounting policies are discussed in the subsequent subsection of this note.

A, Financial Repcrting Entity

Governmental Accounting Standards Beoard Statement No. 14 established criteria
for determining which component units should be considered part of the primary

government for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including
a potential component unit within the reporting entity 1is financial
accountability, The GASB has set forth criteria +to be considered in
determining financial accountability. This criteria includes:

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and

a.The ability of the primary government to impeose its will on that
organization and/or

. The potential for the organization te provide specific financlal benefits
to or impose specific financial burdens on the primary government.

2. Organizations for which the primary government dees not appoint a voting
majority but are fiscally dependent on the primary government.

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be
misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the
nature or significance of the relationship.

The criteria for determining whether an entity is a primary government are as
follows:

a. It has a separately elected governing body.
b. It is legally separate.
c. It is fiscally independent of other state and local governments.

City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana is considered to be a primary government
because:

a. The City Judge is an independently elected official.

b. City Court of Opelousas possesses the corporate powers that would
distinguish it as being legally separate from any other government.

c. City Court of Opelousas can set rates or charges without approval of
any other government and it can issue bonded debt without approval
of any other government.

The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds
maintained by the City Court and do not present information on other
governmental units.

11
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NOTE

CITY COURT QOF CPELQUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

(1) - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POQLICIES (Continued)

Basis of Presentation

Government-wide Financial Statements {GWES)

The Statement of Net Assets and the Statement of Activities display information

on all of the nonfiduciary activities of the City Court as a whole. They
include all funds ¢f the reporting entity. For the most part, the effect of
interfund activity has been removed from these statements. Governmental

activities, which normally are supperted by taxes and intergovernmental
revenues, are reported separately from business-type activities, which rely tec
a2 significant extent on fees and charges for support. Fiduciary funds are not
included in the GWFS. Fiduciary funds are reported only in the Statement of
Fiduciary Net Assets at the fund financial statement level.

The §8Statement of Activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct
expenses of a given function or segment are offset by program revenues. Direct
expenses are those that are specifically associated with a program or function,
and therefore, are clearly identifiable to a particular funection. Program
revenues include (a) fees and charges paid by the recipients ot goods or
services offered by the programs, and (b} grants and contributions that are
restricted to meeting the operational or capital requirements of a particular
program. Revenues that are not c¢lasszsified as program revenues, including all
taxes, are presented as general revenues.

Fund Financial Statements

Fund financial statements of City Court are organized on the basis of funds,
each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of
each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-kalancing accounts that
comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, zrevenues, and expenditures, or
expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted
for in individual funds hased upon the purposes for which they are to be spent
and the means by which spending activities are controlled. Fund financial
statements report detailed information about City Court. As a general rule,
interfund eliminations azre not made in the fund financial statements.

The wvariocus funds of City Court are c¢lasgssified as governmental funds. The
emphasis on fund financial statements is on major funds, =ach displayed in a
separate column. A fund is considered major if it is the primary operating

fund of City Court or meets the following criteria:

1. Total assets, liabilities, revenues, or expenditures/expenses of that
individual governmental or enterprise fund are at least ten percent of the
corresponding total for all funds of that category or type; and

2. Total assets, 1liabilities, revenues, or expenditures/expenses of the
individual governmental or enterprise fund are at least five percent of the

corresponding total for all governmental and enterprise funds combined.

City Court reports the following major governmental fund: General Fund

12
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CITY COURT OF QOPELOUSAS, LOUISTIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

NOTE (1) - SUMMARY QOF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES {(Continued)

B. Basis of Presentation {Continued)

General Fund

The General Fund 1is the gesneral operating fund of City Court of Opelousas,
Louisiana. It is used to account for all financial resources, except those
required to be accounted for in other funds. Additionally City Court reports
the follewing fund types:

Governmental Fund

Special Revenue Fund

Special Revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific
revenue 3sources ({(other than special assessments, expendable ftrusts, or
major capltal projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for
specified purposes.

The Special Revenue Fund of City Court of Opelousas is used to account for
the proceeds received through a grant from the State of Louisiana

Children's Cabinet for the Families in Need of Services Praogram.

Fiduciary Fund (not included in government-wide statements)

The Agency Fund type is used to account for assets held by a government in
a trustee or agent capacity for others. Agency funds generally serve as
clearing accounts. City Court's Agency Fund is as follows:

The Agency Fund is the Civil Docket Fund of City Court of Opelousas,
Louisiana. It is custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and does

not involve measurement of results of operations.

C. Measurement Focus and Basis of Accounting

Measurement focus is a term used to describe “which” transactions are recorded
within the wvarious financial statements. Basis of accounting refers to “when”
transactions are recorded regardless of the measurement focus applied.

Measurement Focus

The fund financial statements utilize a “current financial resources”
measurement focus. Only current financial assets and liabilities are generally
included on their balance sheets. Their operating statements present sources

and uses of available spendable financial resources during a given period.
These funds use fund balance as their measure of availlable spendable financial
resources at the end of the period.

The government-wide financial statements wutilize an ‘“economic rescurces”
measurement focus. The accounting objectives of this measurement focus ars the
determination of operating income, <c¢hanges in net assets and financial
position. All assets and liabilities (whether current or noncurrent)
associated with their activities are reported.

Agency funds are not involved in the measurement of results of operations;
therefore, measurement focus is not applicable to them.

13
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NOTE

C.

CITY COURT OF OPELQUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

(1) - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)

Measurement Focus and Basis of Accounting (Continued)

Basis of Accounting

In the government-wide Statement of Net Assets and Statement of Activities the
governmental activities are presented using the accrual basis of =accounting.
Under the accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when earned and
expenses are recorded when the 1liability is incurred or economic asset used.
Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets, and liabilities resulting from
exchange and exchange-like transactions are recognized when the exchange takes
place.

In the fund financial statements, governmental funds and agency funds are
presented on the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under this modified
accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when ‘'‘measurxable and
available.’’ Measurable means knowing or being akle to reasonably estimate the
amount.. Available means collectible within the current pericd or within sixty
days after vyear-end. Expenditures (including capital outlay) generally are
recorded when a liability is incurred, as under accrual accounting.

Revenues

Court cost and £fine revenue are recorded upen completion of collesction.
Interest income on investments is recorded when the investments have matured
and the inceme is available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded

when received.

Expenditures

Expenditures for insurance and similar services, which extend over more than
one accounting pericd, are accounted for as expenditures in the period of
acquisition.

Purchases of operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time
purchased and inventories of such supplies (if any) are not recorded as assets

at the close of year-end unless significant.

Deferred Revenues

Deferred revenues arise when resources are received by the Court before it has
a legal claim tc them. In subsequent periods, when the Court has a legal claim
te the resources, the liability for deferred revenue 1is removed from the
balance sheet and revenue 1s recognized.

Encumbrances

City Court does not esmploy the encumbrance system of accounting.

14
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NOTE

E.

CITY COURT OF QPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

(1} - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCCUNTING PCLICIES (Continued)

Budget

City Court legally adopted a budget for the Genersl and Specizl Revenue Funds
for the year ended December 31, 2008. The budget for the General and Special
Revenue Funds is prepared on a medified accrual basis. At year-end all
appropriations lapse. The bhudget pressnted in the Budgetary Compariscn Schedule
shows the criginal and final amended budget for the year.

Cash and Investments

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and
time deposits. Under state law, City Court may deposit funds in demand
deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, or time deposits with state banks
organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under
the laws ¢f the United States.

Investments are limited by Louisiana RS 33:29855 and City Court‘s investment
policy. If the original maturities o©f investments exceed 90 days, they are
classified as investments; however, 1if the original maturities are 90 days or
less, they are classified as cash. City Court’s policy is to invest in & month
and 1 year certificates of deposit. The certificates of deposit are stated at
cost, which approximates market value.

Receivables and Payables

During the course of operations, transactions occur between individual funds

that may result in amcounts owed between funds. Those related to goods and
services type transactions are classified as “due to and from other funds” in
the fund financial statements. Interfund receivables and payables between

funds within governmental activities are eliminated in the Statement of HNet
RAssets,

In the government-wide statements, receivables consist of all revenues earned
at year-end and not yelt received.

In the fund financial statements, receivables consist of revenues that are both
measurable and available, Interest and investment earnings are recorded when
earned only if paid within 60 days since they would be considered both
measurable and available.

Capital Assets

In the government-wide financial statements, capital assets are capitalized at
historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. Donated
assets are recorded as capital asseis at their fair market value at the date of
donation.

15
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CITY CQURT OF QPELOUSAS, LQUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

(1} — _SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING FOLICIES (Continued)

Capital Assets (Continued)

Capital assets are recorded in the government-wide financial statements. ALl
capital assets, other than land, are depreciated using the straight-line method
over the following useful lives:

Land improvements 40 years
Building and improvements 40 years
Furniture and eguipment 5 - 40 years
Vehicles 12 years

In the fund financial statements, capital assets used in governmental fund
activities are accounted for as capital outlay expenditures.

Annual Sick Leave

A1l annual leave accumulated in 2008 was converted to sick leave cn December
31, 2008. S5ick leave is paid upon retirement or death, up to a maximum of 720
hours at a rate computed by taking the current monthly salary provided by City

Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, and dividing that amount by 160 hours. The
entire amount of accrued compensated absences 1is reported on the government-
wide financial statements. Since none of the compensated absences 1is

considered current, neo accrual 15 included in the fund financial statements.
During the year 2008, the annual sick leave and compensated absences pclicy was
changed from a maximum of 240 hours to a maximum of 720 hours. This change
resulted in an additional amount ¢f compensated absences payable of $30,562.

Compensatory Tims

Compensatory time not used accumulates and 1s paid upon termination, retirement

or death. The Judicial Administrator is considered the department head and
therefore, cannct be paid for overtime worked. The Judicial Administrater
earns compensatory time for overtime worked. The entire amount of accrued

compensatory pay 1is reported on the government-wide financial statements.
Since none of the compensatory time 1is considered current, ne accrual is
included in the fund financial statements. Judge Harris has requested an
Attorney General’s opinion as to the wvalidity of this liability. As of the
statement date, no reply has been received.

Bad Debts
City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, dees not record kad debts and has not
established an allcwance for bad debts because it is their policy to record

fines assessed upon completion of collection.

Equity Classifications

In the government-wide statements, equity 1is classified as net assets and
displayed in three components:

1. Invested in capital assets, net of related debt -~ Consist of capital
assets including restricted capital assets, net of accumulated
depreciation and reduced by the outstanding balances of any boends,
mortgages, notes, or cther borrowing that are attributable to the
acquisition, construction, or improvement of those assets.

16
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NOTE

CITY COURT QOF OPELOUSAS, TOUISIANA
NOTES TCO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

(1) - SUMMARY QF SIGNIFICANT ACCOQUNTING PCLICIES (Continued)

Equity Classifications (Continued}

Z., Restricted net assets - Censist of net assets with constrazints placed on
the wuse either by (1) external groups, such as creditors, grantors,
contributors, or laws or regulations o¢f other governments; or (2] law
through constitutienal provisions or enabling legislation.

3. Unrestricted net assets - Bll other net assets that do not meet the
definition of “restricted” or “invested in capital assets, net of related
debt . ”

In the fund financial statements, governmental fund equity is classified as
fund balance. Fund balance is further classified as reserved and unreserved,
with unreserved further split between designated and undesignated. The Court’s
policy is to first apply unrestricted rescources when an expense is incurred for
purpcses for which both restricted and unrestricted net assets are available.

Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of Bmerica require
management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts
of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities
at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues,
expenditures, and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could
differ from those estimates.

(2) - CASH AND INVESTMENTS

Cash consists of c¢ash on hand, demand deposits, and passbook savings accounts.
At December 31, 2008, the carrying amount of City Court's cash was $344,750
($95,808 in governmental funds and $248,982 in fiduciazry funds) and the
carrying amounts of investments, which consisted of certificates of deposit,
$656,168 ($523,8009 1n-governmental funds and $132,359 in fiduciary funds).

Under state law, the bpank balances of cash and investments {certificates of
deposit) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of

securities owned by the bank(s). The market value of the pledged securities
pius the federal depesit insurance must at all time equal the amount con deposit
with the bank(s). These securities are held in the name of the pledging

bank({(s) in a holding or custodial bank(s).

At December 31, 2008, City Court had $1,035,809 ($644,323 in governmental funds
and $391,486 in fiduciary funds) in bank deposits. These deposits are secured
from risk by $4253,504 of federal deposit insurance and $610,305 of pledged
securities held by the custodial bank(s) in the name of the bank{s) (GASBE
Category 3).

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3)
under the previsions of GASB Statement 3, RS 39:1229 imposes a statutory
requirement on the custodial bank({s} to advertise and sell the pledged
securities within 10 days of being notified by the Court that the bank(s}) has
fziled to pay depcsited funds upon demand.
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

NOTE {3} - CAPITAL ASSETS

Capital assets and depreciation activity as of and for the year ended December
31, 2008 are as follows:

Balances Balances
1/1/08 Additions Disposals 12/31/08
Governmental activities

Land improvements $ 4,000 5 - - 5 4,000
Building improvements 3,778 - - 3,778
Furniture and equipment 220,689 4,283 - 224,972
Vehicles 44,631 - (8,582) 40,049
Tatal 277,098 4,283 (8,582 272,799

Less accumulated depreciation
Land improvements {1,508) (100) - (1,608)
Building improvements {1,094) (94) - (1,188)
Furniture and eguipment (136, 888) (9,164) - (146,052}
Vehicles (14,857) (3,755} 5,006 (13,06086)
Total (154, 347) (12,113} 5,006 {162,454)
Capital assets, net $122,751 5{8,830} $(3,576) $110,345

The land and building in which City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana operates are
provided by and currently cwned by the City of Opelousas, Louisiana and are not
included in the capital assets of Opelousas City Court.

NOTE (4} - RETIREMENT PLANS

Plan Description

Employees of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, are covered under the Social
Security Retirement System while the City Judge is c<overed by the Louisiana
State Employess' Retirement System (LASERS), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer
defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees.
LASERS provides retirement, disability, and survivor benefits to participating,
eligible employees. Benefits are established and amended by state statute and
are guaranteed by the State of Louisiana under provisions of the Louisiana
Constitution of 1974. LASERS issues a puplicly available financial report that
includes financial statements and reguired supplementary information. This
report may be obtained by writing to Louisiana State Employees' Retirement
System, Post Office Box 44213, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4213, or by calling
{225) 922-0600.

Funding Policy

Contributions teo LASERS include employer contributions at a rate which 1is
determined annually based o¢n the results of the actuarial valuation for the
prior year. The rate for fiscal year ending June 30, 2009 is 18.5%, for fiscal
year ended June 30, 2008 was 20.4%, and for fiscal year ended June 3G, 2007 was
19.1%.

The City Court’s employer ceontributions for the years ended December 31, 2008,
2007, and 2006 were 96,925, $6,027, and 35,528, respectively. The City Judge's
employee contributions for the years ended December 31, 2008, 2007, and 2004
were 5-0-, 3-0-, and $-0-, respectively.
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CITY COURT QF QPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

{5} - OFERATING LEAZES

On December 28, 2007, City Court, along with the City Marshal’s office, entered
into a new operating lease for a telephone system. The operating lease is for
60 months with monthly payments of $300 Ffrom City Ceourt and 5222 from the
Marshai's office. At the end of the lease, City Court does not have the option
to purchase the eguipment, but may upgrade the equipment and/or renew the
lease.

Telephone rental expense for 2008 was $2, 544,

In September, 2006, City Court entered intc an operating lease for a copier
machine. The operating lease is for 60 months with monthly payments of $209.
At the end of the lease, City Court has the option to purchase the equipment at
fair market value, may upgrade the equipment, and/or renew the lease.

Copier rental expense for 2008 was $4,163.

Following is a summary of future minimum rental payments regquired by the
equipment leases:

2009 86,108
2010 6,108
2011 5,481
201z 3,600
2013 -0-

(6) - LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS

A summary of changes in long-term obligations is as follows:

Balance Increase Balance
Description of Debt 1/1/08 (Decrease) 12/31/08
Accrued compensatory pay $55,454 S 2,400 5 57,B54
Accrued compensated azbsences 19,728 31,363 51,081
$75,182 533,763 $108,945
{7) - DUE TQ/FROM FUNDS
Receivable Payable
General Fund $20,426
Agency Fund 520,426
{8) - DUE TC OTHERS - AGENCY FUND

This account represents the amount due to varicus parties for civil fees
collected.
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NOTE

CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCTIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2008

{3) - O©N BEHALF PAYMENTS

Severzl employees and the City Judge of the Opelousas City Court receive
payments directly from the City of Opelcusas and the St. Landry Parish
Government. . Salaries paid to these employees and the City Judge include
5248,030 from the City of Opelousas and $11,627 from the St. Landry Parish
Government . The City of Opelousas and the 5t. Landry Parish Government also
pay for fringe benefits, retirement and payrcll taxes. Payments made on behalf
of the Opelousas City Court amount to $26,002 for group health insurance,
$34,191 for retirement, and $1,708 for payroll taxes by the City of Opelousas
and $2,372 for vretirement by the St. Landry Parish Government. These
expenditures have been recorded on the books of the Opelcusas City Court and
are presented in their appropriate accounts,

In addition to the expenditures recorded on the books of the Opelousas City
Court as noted above, the City of Opelousas alsc made expenditures on behalf of
the Opelcousas City Court in the amount of $176,075 for office supplies and
expenses, insurance, maintenance and repairs, and detention center cost. The
Opelousas City Court also occupies a building owned by the City of Opelousas.
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FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008
VARIANCE
BUDGET FAVORARLE
ORIGINAL FINAL ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE)
REVENUES
Fines and fees
Court costs and fines earned 51,100,000 31,070,000 51,004,257 5(65,743)
Driver’s school 40,000 30,000 31,365 1,365
Juvenile fines 2,500 1,000 114 (BB6)
Community service 14,000 14,000 15,258 1,258
Drug testing 100 100 - (100)
Department of Public Safety fees - - 3,350 3,350
District Court - DWI and
probation fees 20,000 35,000 34,166 (834)
Restitution 100 3,000 {10} (3,010}
Intergovernmental
On behalf payments
City of Opelousas, reimbursements 350,000 475, 00O 486,006 11,006
5t. Landry Parish Government
reimbursement 12,000 15,000 13,999 {1,001}
Interest earned 8,000 4,000 16,736 12,736
Court cost - bond for forfeiture - 30,000 45,600 15,600
Miscellanecus
Other 5,000 2,000 2,405 405
Total revenues 1,551,700 1,679,100 1,653,246 (25,854)
EXPENDITURES
General Government
Current
Accounting and auditing 21,000 21,000 18,245 2,755
Care of and program for juveniles 2,000 1,500 104 1,396
Computer expense 2,000 3,000 3,450 (450)
Computer maintenance contracts 5,000 5,000 - 5,000
Repairs and maintenance 1,000 12,000 11,501 499
Dues and subscriptions 2,000 2,000 1,926 74
Insurance 20,000 25,000 12,854 12,146
Lease of automobiles 500 500 - 500
Lease of telephone equipment 7,500 4,000 2,544 1,456
Marshal’s operating expenses ©,000 6,000 5,937 €3
Miscel laneous 2,000 3,400 2,667 733
Office supplies g,000 10,500 2,627 7,873
Document storage 15,000 5,000 13,440 {8,440)
Payroll taxes 24,000 28,040 27,917 83
Salaries 320,000 360,000 368,195 18,195)
Compensated absences 1,000 1,000 - 1,000
On behalf expenses
City of Opelousas 350,000 475, 000 486, 006 (11,00¢6)
St. Landry Parish Government 12,000 15,000 13,688 1,001
City Marshal subpoenas 6,000 4,000 2,685 1,315
Travel and conventions 26,000 20,000 16,589 3,411
Telephone 3,000 2,500 2,788 (289)
lease of copier 3,000 5,000 4,163 837
Auto repairs and maintenance 12,000 12,000 2,602 9,398
Legal expense 1,000 5,000 3,082 1,918

This statement continued on next page.
The accompanying ncotes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY COURT OF OPELQUSAS, LOUISIANA

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

EXPENDITURES {Continued)

Uniforms
First aid safety
Bank charges

Restitution expense

Empleyees’ meals
Legal books

Drug testing
Retirement expense

Allocation ¢f court cost

City Marshal

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE

GENERAL FUND (CONTINUED)

St. Landry Parish Indigent

Fund

Acadiana Criminalistics

Lahoratory

District Attorney

City Treasurer

St. Landry Parish Government
LA Commission of Law

Enforcement

District Atterney - 12% Fund

Crime victims

State DWI machine fee

City test fee

Supreme Court CMIS cost

Bct 654

Probation fees - court costs

District Attorney - worthless

check fee
QOfficer subpoenas
Act 508-P.T,

S5ex Qffender

FINS 27" Judicial Expense Fund -
ACT BS95.4 - Crime Stoppers -
City Marshall - bond forfeiture -
District Attorney - bond forfeiture -
Court cost - bond forfeiture -

Capital cutlay

Office furniture and equipment
Total expenditures

NET CHANGE TN FUND BALANCE

FUND BALANCE, beginning of year

FUND BALANCE, end of year

$__ 397,965

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008
VARIANCE

BUDGET FAVORABLE

ORIGINAL FINAL ACTUAL {UNFAVORABLE )}
5 7,000 s 1,000 $ 737 $ 263
- 1,000 327 673
1,000 1,000 555 445
1,000 500 - 500
50C 300 - 500

7,000 8,000 8,316 (316)
500 500 500

7,500 6, 000 6,925 {925)
173,000 165,000 147,752 17,208
94,000 90,000 80, 367 9,633
22,000 26,000 21,350 4,650
44, 000 45,000 38, 822 6,078
162,000 150,000 121, 3%4 28,606
94,000 131,000 124,887 6,113
13,000 13,000 7,437 5,563
13,000 18,000 17,030 870
11,000 11, G0¢C 9,827 1,173
3,000 3,000 1,625 1,375
4,000 4,000 3,250 150
9,500 9, 500 7,590 1,910
4,000 4,000 3,390 610
14, 000 5,000 - 5,000
5,000 4,000 780 3,220
5,000 5,500 2,838 2,662
1,000 1,000 700 300
3,000 3,500 3,295 205
3,600 3,600 -
6,500 5,382 1,118

9,340 11,063 (1,723}

9,340 11,063 (1,723}
4,000 - 4,000
25,000 10, 000 4,283 5,717
1,574,000 1,785,520 1,659,110 126,410
$__(22,300)3_(106,420) {5,864) $100,556

403,829

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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GENERAL FUND

The General Fund 1s used to account for rescources traditionally asscciated with

governments which are not required to be accounted for in another fund. The
General Fund has a greater number and variety cf revenue sources than any other
fund, and its resources normally finance a wider range of activities. The

resources of the General Fund are ordinarily largely expended and replenished on an
annual basis.
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS,

LOUISIANA

COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET

GENERAL _FUND
DECEMBER 31, 2008 AND 2007

ASSETS

Cash

Investments

NSF checks

Cue from other funds
Accrued interest recelvable

Total assets

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable

Salaries payable

Payroll taxes payable

Due to others

Prepaid unassessed fines

Amount due to others for restitution
Total liabilities

FUND EQUITY

Fund balance - reserved for Juvenile Docket

Fund halance ~ unreserved
Total fund eguity

Total liabilities and fund eqguity

2008

5 95,808
523,809
4,204
20,426
371

Spd44,618

$ 5,523
4,363
1,770
51,862
177,412
5,723

246,653

23,842
374,123
397,965

5644,¢618

2007

$212,836
397,716
3,649
12,177
1,106

Se27, 484

s 780
1,273
4,767

40,629
170,483
5,723
223,655

27,548
376,283
403,829

5627,484

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY CQURT OF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT CF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
GENERAL FUND
FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008 AND 2007

2008 2007
REVENUES
Fines and fees
Court costs and fines earned 51,004,257 51,128,448
Driver’'s school 31,365 38,511
Juvenile fines 114 525
Community service lincome 15,258 14,153
Court cost - bond forfeiture 45, 600 -
Department of Public Safety fees 3,350 3,410
District Court - DWI and
probation fezes 34,166 19,065
Intergovernmental
On behalf paymsnts
City of Opelousas reimbursements 486,006 166,729
St. Landry Parish Government reimbursements 13,999 13, 999
Interest earned 16,736 16,341
Miscellaneous
Cther 2,395 1,641
Total revenues 1,653,246 1,702,822
EXPENDITURES
General Government - judiciary
Current
Acccounting and auditing 18,245 18,637
Care of and program for juveniles 104 1,677
Computer expense 3,450 7,210
Repairs and maintenance 11,501 471
Dues and subscriptions 1,926 1,060
Insurance 12,854 15, 648
Lease of eguipment 6,707 9,342
Marshal’s operating expenses 5,937 3,574
Miscellaneous 2,994 3,471
Cffice supplies 2,627 4,175
Document storage 13,440 20,962
Payroll taxes 27,917 25,088
Salaries 368,195 331,525
On behalf expenses
City of Opelousas 486, 006 466,729
S5t. Landry Parish Government 13,835 13,599
City Marshal subpoenas 2,685 4,332
Legal expense 3,082 -
Travel and conventions 16,585 12,651
Telephone 2,78% 2,364
Auto repairs and maintenance 2,602 6,781
Uniforms 737 1,108
Bank charges 555 508
Restitution expense - 159

Employees’ meals - -

This statement continued on next page.

The acceompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY CQURT OF OPELOUSAS, LOCUISIANA -
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES YN FUND BALANCE
GENERAL FUND (CONTINUGED)
FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008 AND 2Q07

2008 2007
EXPENDITURES (Continued)
Legal books E 8,316 $ 7,567
Retirement expense 6,925 6,027
Allocation of court cost
City Marshal 147,792 169, 381
St. Landry Parish Indigent
Fund 80, 367 89,244
Acadiana Criminalistics
Laboratory 21,350 20,870
District Attorney 38,922 46,485
City Treasurer 121,394 156,896
S5t. Landry Parish Government 124,887 94, 607
LA Commission of Law
Enforcement 7,437 8,836
District Attorney — 12% Fund 17,030 13,030
Crime victims G,827 10,612
State DWI machine fee 1,625 1,075
City test fee 3,250 2,150
Supreme Court CMIS cost 7,590 9,012
Act 654 3,390 2,750
District Attorney - worthless
check fee 80 1,800
Officer subpoenas 2,838 4,211
Act 508B-P.T. 700 325
Sex Qffender 3,295 1,815
FINS 27" Judicial Expense Fund 3,600 -
ACT 895.4 - Crime Stoppers 5,382 -
City Marshall - bond forfeiture 11,063 -
District Attorney - bond forfeiture 11,063 -
IDB - bond forfeiture 11,063 -
Court cost - bond forfeiture - -
Capital outlay
Office furniture and eguipment 4,283 29,700
Total expenditures 1,655,110 1,630,610
NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE (5,864) 72,212
FUND BALANCE, beginning of year 403,829 331,617
FUND BALBNCE, end of year $_ 397,965 $__403,829
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The accompanying notes are an integral part cof the basic financial statements.
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NON-MAJOR SPECIAL REVENUE FUND

The S$pecial Revenue Fund is used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue
sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for a specific purpose.

The Special Revenue Fund is used to account for the proceeds received through a

grant froem the State of Louisiana Children’s Cabinet for the Families in Need of
Services Program.
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET
NON-MAJOR SPECIAL REVENUE FUND
DECEMBER 31, 2008 AND 2007

ASSETS

Cash
Accounts receivable

Total assets

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable
Total ligbilities

FUND EQUITY

Fund balance -~ reserved for State Grant
Total fund equity

Total liabilities and fund equity

2008

2007

$1,222

51,222

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financial statements.
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS,

LOUISTIANA

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OQF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

SPECIAL REVENUE FUND

FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31,

2008 AND 2007

REVENUES
Intergovernmental revenue

Grant from Louisiana Children’s

Cabinét
Total revenues

EXPENDITURES
General Government
Current
Office supplies
Coordination service fees
Eunice City Court FINS
Total expenditures

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE

FUND BALANCE, beginning of year

FUND BALABNCE, end of year

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the basic financizl
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2008

2007

512,500
12, 500

122
12,500

12,622
(122)

1,344

§ 1,222

statements.
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VIGE, TUJAGUE &% NOEL

A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
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P O BCX 1006
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337-457-8743

REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINAWCIAL REPORTING
AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON
AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFQRMED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

The Honorakle Judge Vanessa Harris
City Ceourt of Opelousas
Opelousas, Louisiana

We have audited the financial statements of the City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana
as of and for the year ended December 31, 2008, and have issued our report therecn
dated May 18, 2009. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of BAmerica and the standards applicable to
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered City Court of Opelousas,
Louigiana’s internal control over financial reporting as a basis for designing our
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial
statements, but not for the purpose ¢f expressing an opinion on the effectiveness
of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana’s internal control over financial reporting.
Accordingly, we do not express an opinicn on the effectiveness of City Court of
Opelousas, Loulisiana’s internal control over financial reporting.

A control deficiency exists when the design or cperaticn cof a centrol does not
allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing thelr assigned
functions, to prevent or detect misstatements on a timely basis. A significant
deficiency is a contreol deficiency, or combination of control deficiencies, that
adversely affects the entity’'s ability to initiate, authorize, record, process, or
report financial data reliably in accordance with generally accepted accounting
principles such that there is more than a remeote likelihood that a misstatement of
the entity’'s firancial statements that is more than inconseguential will not be
preventad or detected by the entity's internal control.

A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combinaticon of significant
deficiencies, that results in more than a remote likelihood that a material
misstatement of the financial statements will not be prevented or detected by the
entity’s internal control.

Qur consideration of internal ccntrol over financial reporting was for the limited
purpose described in the first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily
identify all deficiencies in internal «control that mwight be significant
deficiencies or material weaknesses. A significant deficiency is described in the
accompanying schedule of findings and guestioned costs as item 2008-1 and 2008-2.
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Compliance and Qther Matters

As part of obtaining reascnable assurance about whether City Court of Opelousas,
Louisiana’s financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed
tests of its compliance with certain provisicns of laws, regulations, contracts and
grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect
on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion
on <ompliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and
accerdingly, we do neot express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed
no linstances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported
under Government Auditing Standards.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of management, federal
awarding agencies and pass-through entities, and others within the entity. It is

not intended to be and should neot be used by anyone other than these specified
parties.

Mo/fq @&3‘% & M e g L
Vige, Tujague, & No&l, CPA's
May 18, 2009
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CITY CQURT OF QPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED CQOSTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008

We have audited the financial statements of the City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana
as cof and for the year ended December 31, 2008 and have 1ssued our report therecn
dated May 18, 2002. We conducted our audit in accerdance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of BRmerica and the standards applicable to
financial audits contained in Government Awvditing Standards, issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States. Our audit of the financial statements as
of December 31, 2008 resulted in an ungqualified cpinion.

Section I. Summary of Auditor’s Reports

a. Report on Internal Control and Compliance Material to the Financial
Statements

Iinternal Control

Material Weaknesses X Yes No Significant Deficiencies X Yes No
Compliance
Compliance Material to Financial Statements Yes X No

b. Federal Awards

The City Court cf Opelousas, Louisiana does not have any federal awards for
the year ended December 31, 2008.

Secticon II. Financial Statement Findings

2008-1 Agency Fund - Due tc Others

Finding: The subsidiary listing of “Due to Others” does not agree with the
general ledger. The City Court has experienced computer program problems and
were unable to resclve the errcr. The program being used is outdated and
lacking in support. The amount that the subsidiary is off from the general
ledger is $1,056.

Recommendation: The subsidiary listing should be reconciled to the general
ledger on a monthly basis. The Civil Court computer program should be
upgraded to a newer version along with support.

Corrective Action Planned: The City Court is in the process of upgrading
its computer system along with support.

2008-2 Pelicy and Procedure Manual

Finding: The policy and procedure manual was not updated fer changes that
were made and followed during the vear. Changes to the sick leave and

compensated absences policy were made but the policy manual was not updated.

Recommendation: All changes should be incorporated into the policy and
procedures manual and reference should be made as to the effective date of
each change.

Corrective Action Planned: The City Court is in the progress of updating
all policies and procedures and will issue a new manual upon completion.
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CITY COURT QF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (Continued)
FOR THE YREAR FENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008

Section III. Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs

The City Court of Opelcusas, Louvisiana does not have any federal awards for the
vear ended December 31, 2008.
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CITY COURT QF QPELQUSAS, LOUISIANA
STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS AND QUESTIQONED COSTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008

SECTON 1. - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
2007-1 Agency Fund - Due to Others
Finding: The subsidiary listing of “Due to Others” does not agree with the
general ledger., The City Court has experienced computer program preoblems and
were unable to resolve the error. The program being used is outdated and
lacking in support. The amount that the subsidiary 1i1s off from the general
ledger is $2,652.
Recommendation: The subsidiary listing should be reconciled to the general
ledger on a monthly basis. The Civil Court computer program shculd be
upgraded to a newer version along with support.
Corrective Action Planned: The City Court is in the process of upgrading
its computer system along with support.
Status: This finding is repeated for the year ended December 31, 2008.
SECTION IT. - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLTANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AWARDS
Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs
The City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana did not have any federal awards for
the year ended December 31, 2007.
SECTION III. - MANAGEMENT LETTER

None
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City Court of Opelousas

Vanesesa Harrls 1IN AND FOR WARD ONE Civil, Criminal,
Judge ST. LANDRY PARISH Traffic, and
LaVonya fdalveaux P.O. BOX 1999 Juvenile Jurisdiction
Judicial Administrator Opelousas, LA

70571-1999

337) 9482750 (PHONE)
(337)948-2675 (FAX) www.opelousascitycourt.com

June 29, 2009

Legislative BAudit Advisory Council
State of Louisiana

P.O. Box 954397

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-53%7

Re: City Court of Opelousas, LA
Dear Mr Theriot,

The City Court of Opelousas has received its annual audit
for the period ended December 31, 2008 from its auditor
Vige, Tujague & Noel, CPA’s. This letter is being sent as
our response to the findings noted in our audit of our
financial statements. Our auditors, Vige, Tujague & Noel,
reported the following findings and recommendations:

2008-1 Agency Fund - Due to Others

Finding: The subsidiary listing of ™Due to Others”
does not agree with the general ledger. The City
Court has experienced computer program problems and
was unable to resolve the error. The program being
used is outdated and lacking in support. The amount
that the subsidiary is off from the general ledger is
$1,056.

Recommendation: The subsidiary 1listing should be
reconciled to the general ledger on a monthly basis.
The Civil Court computer program should be upgraded
to a newer version along with support.




In response to the finding, we offer the following
corrective action plan.

Corrective Action Planned: The City Court is in the
process of upgrading its computer system along with
support and training and should be completed in the
near future. We will arrange with our fee accountant
to have the subsidiary register reconciled on a
monthly basis with our general ledger.

2008-2 Policy and Procedure Manual

Finding: The pclicy and procedure manual was not
updated for changes that were made and followed
during the vyear. Changes to the sick leave and

compensated absences policy were made but the policy
manual was not updated.

Recommendation: All changes should be incorporated
into the policy and procedures manual and reference
should be made as to the effective date of each
change.

In response to the finding, we offer the following
corrective action plan.

Corrective Action Planned: The City Court is in the
process of updating all policies and procedures and
will issue a new manual upon completion with
reference noted of the effective date of change.

The Citizens of Opelousas. have elected me as the new City
Judge and I have assumed the duties as c¢f January 1, 2009.
My administration 1is in the process of analyzing all
aspects of the City Court and will implement new procedures
to more effectively manage the court.

If you are in need of any further explanation or
information please contact LaVonya Malveaux, Judicial
Administrator of my office, for assistance. Thank vyou for
your cooperation in this matter.

Since




